
Differences Between Novice And Expert Readers
	NOVICE BEHAVIORS
	EXPERT BEHAVIORS

	· Reads everything at same speed
	· Varies speed according to complexity and purpose; knows when to skim, when to scan, when to read for gist, when to read for close analysis

	· Reads everything sequentially the same way
	· Varies strategies according to genre and purpose

	· Reads words and sentences; focuses on parts rather than the whole
	· Reads for meaning; relates parts to whole; follows an unfolding argument; recognizes textual cues identifying the "whole"—title, abstract, purpose statements in introduction; forecasting statements in introduction; headings; transitions; conclusion 

	· Reads primarily to absorb information
	· Reads to participate in a conversation; both believes and doubts a text; speaks back to texts

	· Uses a highlighter
	· Uses a pen; takes notes; participates in the making of meaning

	· Reads a text once; waits for teacher to explain it
	· Wrestles with a text, often reading it two and three times

	· Reads passively, uncritically, and non-rhetorically
	· Reads actively, critically, and rhetorically: Understands author's occasion for writing and author's persuasive purpose; knows how text joins a conversation; decides whether to assent to a text or resist it.

	· Becomes easily discouraged when confronting a difficult text
	· Knows strategies for wrestling with difficult texts—keeps reading; aims for a sense of the whole; returns to difficult passages

	· Attributes confusion to own reading weaknesses—feels helpless
	· Knows causes of confusion—unfamiliar vocabulary; inadequate background knowledge; unfamiliarity with genre and style; unfamiliarity with discourse conventions of the field.  Knows how to fill in these gaps
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